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I,H(,f‘, \th 1 In* Srrr*'l ii nrlil »/ /.rr 

Ihtrvfv Oidrnlilt l>y Edward J. 
I•’•\itt'in. J'h‘.iJvr's D({(t.*sl Press. 

Hy !’i im'i1!.i Johnson MrMill.m 

Thr« y. .US .i|jo RimiIit’s Ui^rst 
Press roi.ii lissionoil Kiiw.ird J. Kp- 
siom lo M » iti* a book aboui Lor Harvoy 
OswaM No^, a piir|>orti'<l *4lK) intor- 
viov.w oimI ; (|t:ariir of ;* inilhon dol- 
lajj; la»«r, ‘l|iSl.«in proM'nLs us with 
od; *1 ho Socrol World of Loe 
IIarv«7 ( )sv aid.'* 

Sinn* Iho title oonlains Oswald’s 
naiMO, I in- r sulor will ac;k wholhor the 
b iok adds to uur uiuii*rstan(itn|f of 
Prrslih-iti Krnmily’s assassination. 
Uidoi ti;oab ly it dors not. (I Ivon an 
ofi|»orrn:tn V in rnlu;hlon» Kpstoin has 
iivii-M I \, ,1 ton still anollior irrospon- 
siblo book \ Inch will . exploit the rrad- 
i*r's iMidii nm and coinpouml his 
dottld.'t. 

rpstrin ^rarrcly writr.s about the 
a.®‘.*issin.itn a. And. »*xrrpt for Icavint^ 
a loripboU*^ for a po.ssible "Cuban 
roninvlioi;,*’ hi* dm*s n<>l i balK.'njir the 
W.irron romniir..siun*.s verdict that 
O'W.dd aim c kiliod President Konno- 
dy. 

.Still tSi book's title and Iho piib- 
lii ily Kin rot. lid III. I.V it lead the re.uler to 
rx|i. < l .1 1 oesjiiracy. and in this hr will 
not hr di‘;.i|){.«.itit' d 

W'.Mi I’ t’oti i;i has done is write : wo 
btioks .•bold iiiiri li'ikinp '‘cotisj'ira- 
cir\. ' in.i !ir iliw j; not eonteiul that ri» 
Uo r rtitw.|ii, aey b.sl to the I’ri'Sideol’s 
di .iih *rin* 'irr.t book should be called 



"Why Did Oswald Defect lo Russia?" 
Its thesis is that O.swald was recruited 
by the Soviet sitTel service or KOB, 
while he w;i.s with the Marine Corp.s in 
Japan in l‘J.^i7 or 1058.. and ih.it follow, 
ing hi.s %l<*feetion lo Russia in 1050 he 
g.ive the Utissiana secrets about the U- 
2 spy plane. 

The second book i.s much more 
complex. It fiM Ures on Yury Nosr.nko, 
a K(fB official who clcfixled lo the 
West two montlKs alter the assa.*eiin.’t. 
lion, and on the wars inside the US in* 
lellip.cnoe community about whether 
Nosenko was a Soviet "plaiU**, sent 
oVer lo convince US officials that 
O.swald h.'iil never bis'n a KCiB atjent 
and Russia was therefore innocent in 
the Pre.sldenl’s murder. 

It is lo this book Kpstoin has Riven 
his heart — this is the bool; he has 
written, lb* enneludcs that after emi. 
li*ss balto's the CIA ami KBI. to cover 
up their pre.;i.s.sa:.sin:iliun "neglect" of 
O.swaKl. colluded to accept Nosenko's 
story. The ClA and KBI were thus 
locked in a post-assassinatinn 
"con.spiracy" with the KGB that en- 
dures lo this day. 

The hoi>k‘s first casually is truth. 
Again and again Kpsteiii bends facts 
and rcwrilc.s Oswald's personality lo 
make him not the inept, sv'lf-def eating 
mall In* iimstly was, hot capable and 
tru.slworlby — a plausible secret 
agent. 

Krein cbitdboo.l. to the Murine 
Corps, lo Russia iimJ b.ick, Kpsli-iii has 
missed the facl.s and the (eel of 
O.sw.ild's life; so that the more 1 knew 
about a particular phase the more er- 



rors I found. Hence I was unabb* to lie- 
lieve even new f.icts which Kpstoin 
seems genuinely to have micie^eied 
.and which I wishi*«l to believe. Wlule 
K.psliMn appears lUi.ihle even lo gel 
simple faets Nlr.ughl, he goes li> gie.it 
lengths to establish an .mra of .niihen- 
licity, as m his use of the CIA word 
"fluitonng" for "lie detector tests," 

Most of his errors. hiAvever, appe.ir 
inlcnlionally crafted lo cn :iti* ;oi lui. 
true portrait of a secret .igeni. To sup- 
port his lht*sis that Oawald wa.s re- 
cruiied in Japan, a "Kurasian" girl 
whom ho knew there miraculously he. 
comes a "Ru.ssinn." Nor docs C)swald 
ever "meet" nnymu* if Kpstein can 
'have him ‘contacted" iie.te.id, Kpsiein 
has even u.sed a gt :ipliolo;*.e t to prove 
that Oswald’s diiiry was composed in 
two KittingN ,;ind that a b ll.T he wrote 
in Minsk was wriUeii "uiuli-r active 
Uilel.ige by a scvoral p.iriy." 

The inoj;l egregioii.s exam(#le. how- 
nviT, oiTurs in a ch.ipior called "’riic 
Underground Man." where Kpstidn 
citi.'s the fact that for almost a month 
in the autumn of ]‘.^62. Osw.dd’.s resi- 
dence W.1S, .uul still IS. unknown. Of 
this pcrio\l Kp.stein says. "He was now. 
as he tuniself later wrote in a leUer, 
‘uiulerjiround.* " 

Only the letter Rpstcin ciic.s to 
support his cl.iiin that (); .w:dd in I’.aiU 
W.1S "umlergrouml," is a l.uirr C)>w dd 
wrote ni*.ir:y a vi ..r l.iu r to ilu US 
Cotnniunisl I'ariy .liiking. ir* .ui i ntirc 
ly different context, wiulhir he 
.slmulil try to hcl.o it "above ground, or 
alway.s remain in the background, i.c,. 
undergrouiul." 
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Lft liorvcy Osunld an o Murine, in linioa auci idler a/reat. 



As it in real lif«*. 

Oswald's di'Mitcilt? in Dallas in ni«»- 
h.al ni>«hiii/* to il<» witli Inn p«*liUral a«* 
livilirs in New Orirans in llHi’l, and 
Kf«sli*iirs till* two has la In* 

calUil hv ils irui* name - dishon* ’iiy. 

Analh<*r l asnaliy is rammoii M*nsr 
Soviet inteilii’rnte d«»es not n‘«*nnl 
CMilhusiasis. like Oswald, much prt fri 
rini{ vvli.i are sul»jeel to blaeU 

m. 4 d. MoreovtT. the ehami'S an* ihai 
Oswald iial not, .is K;»slein ladn ves. 
^ive I he Unssiam; U-*J secrets on hi?; 
deliflion. Ko»‘ ilu* Uussi.uts knew what 
lhe> neinled !»» know, the eruisiiif* alli- 
lude. ar.d la. kiMl «»iity loissile sMpaeily 
It) sliaal ilow’n I la* U 2 .ill craft. 

ll.itl Oswald told ila* llussiam; any 
setrrcls, thev vst*ulil almost cerlaiidv 
h.ive jirantfil Inin t ili/.eiishi|» and 
rnatle him, m eff' Ct. their prisoner. II#* 
could not then h.iVc left the country 
with .1 cons|)ieuou:«ly Kussian wih* 
and drift from one job I welder, plio- 



|a(»r;»pliie liainee, ir,re.isrr of coffee 
niaclnneiy) la .mother, shoot at M.ij. 
to n. hkiwin A. Walker, and write doz- 
ens of letter;, ;♦.«» he did, to the US 
C'oioinuni.st I'ariy, the Worker, the So- 
viet Kinhassy m WaKfiin^ltm. ami olh- 
t'lwi.se end.iK*’ ntUmtions of the 
KlU Having i^oUcn someone on the 
heok. tlie Ktill does not allow him to 
slip off .so easily. 

The hook’s final ca.sualty is con- 
text, the atmosphere in which I.ee 
O-.wald hrealleil and lived his life. 
What r.psiein, the conspn aey Ihi'orists 
amt .1 Kdj'ar lltstver idl h.ive shateil is 
a tendi’iiey to lre.it the 'prc-lUlill 
Oiwald n?; if he. were Ilu |K».sI-IIM 5*1 
(h.'Waltl. and as tl evioy action which 
t'.ie K(IB. the KIU, tin? CIA or the Slate 
Departineiit took, or faih*d to take 
with respivt in him prior to the assas- 
sination wa.s of huge importance at the 
»imc. 



Rut the early Oswald was a n«)l>ody . ' '' 
Marine <!orps ncquaini.inces railed . 
him “Ozy.ie Ualdiit.*' Aline Mosby, a J 
United IVess International reporter J 
who interviewefl him in Mo.scow in j 
IllfiO. found Jiirn so unexceptional that * 
she eould hardly rnmeniher him later. ‘ 
I, who met him at the same time. ! 
Ihoup.ht of him n«i “little Li e Oswahl.** 
And lUeh.ird .Snyder, the U.S. conMilnr 
officiid whode.dl with him in 1U5D and 
1‘Jfil, calhil the O.swaUI of th »se days a 
“tiny rippli? in a hiircMU'*ralic oo*aii." 

It was only on that d irk November 
afternoon tii litr>:i ibai ihf hoy w«? met 
ce.i.sed to t»e “lillle Lee Oswald" or, as 
he sifjned .some of his li tters, “Lee It. 
Oswald.” ami became*, in a singi, , gi- 
gantic leap, the Lee Harvey Osw.ild of 
history. 

Prisciilii McMilLin is tbv author of 
tiic nyccntly piihUshai *'M.irina and 
Ltv.“ 
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